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Next Cheminot  

December 19th (Tuesday) 6:30 pm  

Next Prom  

December 9th (Saturday) 2 pm   

Next Wreck  
December 9th (Saturday) 12 pm  

                                                           

 

From the Chef  de Gare  

Not available by publishing date. 

#### 

 

Correspondants Notes  

 I had the opportunity to sit in at a Veterans 

Roundtable on November 18, 2017 here at the 

Chateau hosted by Congresswoman Jaime 

Herrera Beutler. The Congresswoman was ac-

companied by U. S. Representative Phil Roe, 

MD., who is Chairman of the U. S. House Com-

mittee on Veterans Affairs. Representative Roe 

talked at length about the VA in general and the 

changes that have taken place since his associa-

tion with the House Committee on Veterans Af-

fairs. He also addressed many of the problems 

that are ongoing not only here in SW Washing-

ton, but throughout all VA Centers across the 

Nation.  

There were representatives present from just 

about all of the service organizations located in 

the Southwest Washington area. While the pro-

gram was orchestrated to some small degree, 

each organization, or member of that organiza-

tion, had a chance to address problems that they 

personally experienced while dealing with the 

VA here in SW Washington and at the Portland 

campus or were told about because of their 

status as a Service Officer. There were a few 

things identified which up until now, I don’t 

think anyone ever considered before.  

One such item is having those individuals who 

review claims gain a better understanding of the 

use of military language as it pertains to the way 

different military organizations function. This 

can and has caused confusion which has led to 

the refusal of claims in the past and continues to 

do so. Other areas which continue to be a prob-

lem are: too many claims still being lost/

misplaced in the system and it still takes too long 

to process a claim or even receive medications.  

The general consensus seemed to be that the 

overall system is big, slow and cumbersome. 

Changes are happening, but they too are slow in 

the process. The good news is that the Service 

Officers and veterans in the SW Washington 

area were afforded the opportunity to express 

their concerns to the Chairman of the House 

Committee on Veterans Affairs and to Represen-

tative Beutler directly. 

For the Voiture; we are entering the last month 

of the year and there are still many of you who 

have not renewed your dues for 2018. Why not 

take a moment and ask yourself one simple 

question. Why did you join this organization in 

the first place? Our values and goals have not 

changed. The programs, services and funding 

40/8 provides to Youth Organizations, Veterans 

and programs like nursing scholarships are still 

our main objectives. We need your membership, 

help and participation if we are to succeed. The 

dues have not changed – they are still only 

$25.00 for the year. We can accomplish so much 

with that $25.00.  

Mark your calendars for the 9th of December. 

That is a Saturday (I double checked) and it will 

be the first time we will have a Promenade on a 

weekend. We are also having a WRECK that 

day. It begins at 12 Noon. The Promenade will 

begin at 2 PM followed by dinner at 5.  

Join us on each Thursday AM for coffee. It’s 

only fair that you have a voice in saving the 

world and solving all its problems. 
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Chateau Schedule for December 2017 
Members and guests allowed on Friday for breakfast.  Saturday the Chateau is open to voyageurs and guests. 

Thursday morning coffee & doughnuts at the Chateau at 8:30 am. 
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 La Femmes  

 Help me welcome the newest dame to Cabane 99, Nancy Frederick to 

Cabane 99. We initiated her at the November 6 Rendezvous and are 

greatly pleased she has joined us. 

Looking forward to the upcoming holidays, join us for the annual Ca-

bane 99 Christmas party. It will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday De-

cember 9 in the Boxcar Room in place of the December Rendezvous. 

Please bring a $10.00 wrapped gift (or a pristine re-gift) for our gift ex-

change. The appetizers and wine will be supplied. 

Thanks to good participation and excellent planning, the La Femmes 

Holiday Craft Bazaar went off without a hitch and was really successful. 

Thanks to Mary Snyder and Judy Bailey our fund raising committee for 

putting together yet another successful event. As always thanks to the 

dames who helped, because without your help it would not have hap-

pened. We are looking forward to next year and another successful fund 

raiser. 

The La Femmes Thursday Morning Social meets in the Chateau. Join us 

and bring a friend. We always have fun and share great conversation. 

The first dames usually show up around 7:30 a.m. and we carry on until 

around 9:30 a.m. Attend and have fun. 

Plan to attend the Christmas Party on December 9. The next Cheminot 

will be on December 19 followed by the January 13 Rendezvous. The 

Christmas Party and the January Rendezvous will begin at 2:00 p.m. in 

the Boxcar Room. The December Cheminot will begin at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Boxcar Room. 

If you have questions about La Societe de Femme or are interested in 

joining the Dames of Cabane 99 contact La Presidente Judy Bailey at 

360-798-5166 or La Sous Presidente Betsy Ross at 360-609-7235. 

####  

 

Gone but not forgotten     

 

Jimmy Harter   

Past Chef de Gare  

40et8 member for 36 years  

Dec 1st Walnut Grove School - 5:00 pm    Jim 

 2nd Legacy Emanuel Hospital      Jim 

 2nd Open House Ministries      Jim 

 16th Saddle Club  

 16th American Legion Post 14 Children Christmas Party   Jim/Marc 

Loci Schedule  

If you see a trip scheduled and are interested in riding along contact 

the driver listed for that particular event to make sure there is room for 

you and any guests you have. 



 Voyageur Larry Smith selected as Clark 

County’s 2017 First Citizen   

A crowd of more than 200 people 

gathered at Warehouse ’23 to cele-

brate Clark County’s 2017 First 

Citizen, Larry J. Smith.   

Celebrating the honor a day before 

Veteran’s Day, Smith, a veteran 

himself, couldn’t have been fêted 

on a more fitting evening. His 

extensive list of service includes more than 25 years in the military and a 

second career as a public servant to the City of Vancouver. 

Jennifer Rhoads, president, Community Foundation for Southwest Wash-

ington, acknowledged this honorable service and also pointed out that the 

First Citizen award is about “recognition of what you do in your spare 

time, after work, in the evenings and on the weekends.” 

In Smith’s case, his nomination included a long list of organizations that 

he has supported with his time, talent and treasure. Many of these were 

featured during a surprise community parade that rolled down the center 

aisle to kick off the award reception. 

Regents Bank is the presenting sponsor for the First Citizen Award and 

sent Senior Vice President Devin Jackson to award Smith with a com-

memorative framed print and a contribution of $1,000 to the nonprofit of 

his choice. Smith and his grandchildren chose to support Share’s back-

pack program with the gift.  

To view the event online, visit www.cvtv.org.  

##### 
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Christmas Ships 
2017 marks the 64th year for the Christmas Ship Parade on the Columbia and Willamette 

Rivers in Portland, Oregon. The Christmas Ship Fleet cruises between both rivers offer-

ing the Portland area thrilling Christmas time parades. The Portland tradition that started 

with one decorated boat it a volunteer organization. The privately owned vessels come 

from Portland, Vancouver, McMinnville, Salem and Hood River areas. Some of the ships 

owners have been part of Christmas tradition for more than 30 years with many being 

part of the fleets for over 20 years. Join Portland Spirit to make this your holiday tradi-

tion!  

 

VAVS 
For Bingo at the VA on November 23rd we had 15 patients with 10 volunteers and we 

donated $95.00 in prizes. 

Anyone interested in joining them contact John Landahl.  

 ####  

On November 16,.Voyageur's John Landahl, Jim Restleft,Steve Slegers and  Frank Fal-

bee traveled to Winlock to pickup 7 blankets and 140 pairs of Christmas socks. They 

were donated to the VA Hospital to be given to Veterans.     

The 2017 Grand Marshals of the parade, Com-

mander Yvette Brown-Wahler and Ryan Corcilius, 

were honored for their service to our community and 

our country.  

Veterans Day 2017   

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cvtv.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbhauser1952%40msn.com%7C3f9a0d3c2cd34e57bd7d08d52d884f8a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636464985823109863&sdata=h1C%2BL5zL7rQXJ9GlBCv7ZmSJ0lEemAVDgY
http://www.christmasships.org/


 

 

 
5 

Happy Veterans Day from The Grotto 

 We honor and thank all the men and women who served and continue to 

serve our country. 

 We hope you will join us 

Thursday, Dec. 7, as we celebrate ... 

 As part of our Military Appreciation Night celebration, all active and 

former servicemen and women and their families will receive compli-

mentary admission to the Festival. Just show your Military card at the 

ticket booth to receive your tickets. 

 The complimentary tickets are good for Thursday, December 7, 2017, 

only. For all other days of the Festival, The Grotto offers a military dis-

count. 

 For more information about The Grotto's 30th Annual Christmas Festi-

val of Lights, click here. 

 

  

Youth 4 Vets has teamed up with Southwest WA LULAC Council 

47013 to host a dinner and auction fundraiser is to help support the hur-

ricane relief efforts in Corozal, Puerto Rico. 

The event will be held at the 40 & 8 Chateau and Boxcar Rooms on 

Friday, December 15th starting at 5pm.  Tickets are $40.00 each and 

will be a Puerto Rican Inspired dinner and can be purchased by going to 

our Facebook page www.facebook.com/youth4vets under events and it 

will link them directly to the Eventbrite site .  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001T2P8A62Y7nqXm6KR3jH_rP_kknBcJ0UZ9PTy7j9MKqN-En4uUB92u34DF4Un8fhSINz0zwOzF6lbgasWpKA0vNyFsW3lCd-icdm5TOCOOfs9XBBNyjW2O2fzKW7ueqSG0TouK741c85ScUv73p0AjpdplQQPKbtRw3jg
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fyouth4vets&data=02%7C01%7Cbhauser1952%40msn.com%7C8ef6675e789f4c11497108d5349b83a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636472765517271325&sdata=hRrlapLplx4adHa4Qnzjqn

