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From the Chef  de Gare  
 

 

George Golden 

Chef de Gare 

2016-17 

______________ 

Correspondants Notes 

Give your spouse a Christmas present she 

will enjoy for the rest her life. That would 

be a membership with the Voiture 99 La 

Femmes. The women have been doing 

wonderful things for Voiture 99. They 

have earned money to contribute to the 

Voitures programs. They also supply food 

for the patients and caregivers at the 

Transplant Lodge located on the VA 

Campus. A good reason to have your wife 

sign up is that more than likely, she is 

able to drive at night and you cannot. 

With her driving, you will never miss 

another meeting or function at the Cha-

teau or Boxcar room. So encourage your 

wife a little enthusiasm to sign up with a 

great organization. You will be proud of 

her. Contact Patricia Running at 696-

4003.  

 

The drawing for the Paid-up-for-Life 

Membership was held at the Cheminot of 

15 November 2016. The winning ticket 

belonged to Michael Gibson. Mike works 

with the Veteran’s program at Clark Col-

lege Veteran’s Affairs office. Congratula-

tions Mike. There were only 215 mem-

bers who renewed before Veteran’s Day. 

That was 215 of our 361 members.  

 

Don’t forget to register for the Passé 

Chef’s banquet. It will be held on 13 De-

cember 2016 in the Bingo Parlor. The 

cost is $25.00 per person, $35.00 if you 

miss the deadline of 4 December. Meal 

choices are Prime Rib or Baked Chicken. 

The guest speaker is Lt Col Scottie Red-

den. Social time begins at 5:30.  

 

I’ve become aware that some of the mem-

bers do not know what a PUFL is. A 

PUFL or Paid-up-for-Life membership 

means that you do not have to pay dues 

for the rest of your life. The up-front cost 

may seem a bit high, but in the long run it 

is a very good idea to purchase a PUFL. 

See me and I can give you the details and 

the required form to fill out.  

 

Phil Yasson  

Correspondant  

 

Read Read Read 

 

The RSVP form is located in this Boxcar.   

You can also copy it from the website at 

http://www.voiture-99.com/passe-chefs-

christmas-banquet/ 

Please note that we will not send you a 

personal invitation as was done in the 

past. Cut out the form or make a copy and 

return it to me. Please note that your 

RSVP is due before December 4th. If you 

register after that date, your fee is 

$35.00. 

______________ 

 

Americanism  

______________ 

 

 Next Cheminot  

July 18th 
Next Prom 

September  
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From the Chef  de Gare  
 

Hello fellow Voyagers.  We are in to our 

summer schedule so no more Proms till 

Sept 4th 2017 when NEW officers take 

over.  I went to Glen Shucks wife’s me-

morial service.  Russ and his wife were 

there along with Penny, it was a very nice 

service.  He has lots of family, two great 

grandchildren.   

 

With all the memorials we've have had 

lately greet everyone.  You never know if 

we are going to see you again.  On the 

late side Happy Father’s day to all the 

Fathers.  I hope you were treated to a 

good day.   

 

As summer starts, be careful, we already 

have had a couple of water accidents and 

school is out kids are running all around.  

Remind your friends to be watchful, that 

is our next generation who are going to 

take care of us and we want them around 

to do that.   

 

If you haven’t heard, we have a New 

Grand Chef de Gare, Sara Lee from Spo-

kane.  Congrats to her.  Not much else to 

say right now so have a good summer and 

be safe on any vacations you might take 

and come back in one piece. 

 

George Golden 

Chef de Gare 

Voiture 99 

2016-2017 

______________ 

 

Correspondants Notes  

I was leafing through our Constitution  

and Policy and Procedure manual but did 

not find the item that I was looking for. 

We used to have a paragraph that said the 

Voiture would pay any members dues 

that surpassed the 30 year mark, or has 

been a Passé Chef de Gare. Only to find 

that it is no longer included in the latest 

update that was passed by the member-

ship. So this means for the 2018 year, 

everyone will have to pay their own way. 

It cost the Voiture almost $1500.00 to pay 

dues for almost 50 members. With bingo 

not having the income that we are used to, 

it was probably a good idea to eliminate 

that paragraph. So, what will you do? My 

recommendation is to purchase a PUFL 

and forget about having to pay your way 

every year. It is a good idea for all our 

members to purchase a PUFL. Member-

ship dues have not been changed for over 

20 years so an increase is most likely on 

the horizon. With a PUFL, you will no 

longer need to be concerned with a dues 

price increase. You remain as a paid in 

full Voyageur. Here are the current rates.  

 

Age bracket with the cost following  

40-44 ($691)  45-49 ($621)  50-54 ($550)  

55-59 ($478)  60-64 ($404)  65-69 ($346) 

70-74 ($290)  75-79 ($236)  80-84 ($189)  

85-up ($151) 

 

There are three ways to pay off a PUFL; 

Cash, Check or Credit Card (Master Card, 

Visa, or Discover cards). Or, you can 

make an initial down payment of any 

amount and take up to 12 months to pay 

off the remainder, and then you will re-

ceive your beautiful plastic PUFL card. 

Sounds like a lot of money; this is really 

easier than paying off a car loan. 

 

See the Correspondant for the application 

form. If you apply now for your PUFL, 

you will not have to pay your 2018 year 

dues. That saves you $25.00. 

Phil Yasson  

Correspondant 

 
______________ 

 

Voiture 99 Annual Picnic 
Thanks to Tom Stillman, Lampiste, 

Stephanie Collazo-Serrano and Roberta 

Giesler both of the La Femmes, for vol-

unteering to help get the planning under 

way for our annual picnic. First we've 

decided to offer door prizes with ongoing 

giveaways throughout the day, more to 

come as we get the prizes set. We also 

hope to sell tickets for a grand prize and 

some 2nd and third place prizes. I'll let 

you know about them later. We will be 

selling tickets for the prizes and you do 

not need be present to win. This is a fund-

raiser for one of our programs that has not 

been identified. Door prizes will be given 

away hourly! 

 

Remember this is an adult event only; 

therefore no children under 21. Those 

invited are current members of Voiture 

99, the La Femmes, and significant oth-

ers. Also husbands/wives of deceased 

members. This is a potluck so bring your 

favorite dish. The Voiture will provide 

hamburgers and hotdogs, hot and cold 

drinks, as well a pony keg of beer. The 

NO HOST bar will be open in the Cha-

teau. 

 

What should Members provide? Your 

favorite dish, membership card for 2018, 

Membership can be paid anytime, to our 

Correspondent, between now and the pic-

nic, or as you enter the picnic. The date of 

the Picnic is August 19, 2017. Picnic time 

is from 12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Jerry Schue 

Garde de la Porte 

______________ 

 

VAVS 
For Bingo at the VA on May 25 we had 

31 patients with 9 volunteers and we do-

nated $290.00 in prizes. 

 

For Bingo at the VA on June 22 we had 

23 patients with 9 volunteers and we do-

nated $290.00 in prizes. 

 

Anyone interested in joining them contact 

John Landahl.  
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July 1st  (Saturday) 

Chateau Open 

Bar & Grill 

12:00 pm to 7:00 pm  

 

July 4th  (Tuesday) 
Independence Day 

Closed 

  

July 6th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:00 am to 10:00 am 

  

July 7th (Friday) 
Members & Guest Breakfast 

Menu: Breakfast off the Grill and eggs to order 

7:30 am to 9:00 am 

Cost: $8.00 

  

July 8th  (Saturday) 

Chateau Open 

Bar & Grill 

12:00 pm to 7:00 pm  

 

July 13th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:00 am to 10:00 am 

 

July 14th  (Friday) 
Members & Guest Breakfast 

Menu: Breakfast off the Grill and eggs to order 

7:30 am to 9:00 am 

Cost: $8.00 

 Le Femmes Rummage Sale in Boxcar Room 

 

July 15th  (Saturday) 

 Chateau Open 

Bar & Grill 

12:00 pm to 7:00 pm  

 Le Femmes Rummage Sale in Boxcar Room 

 

July 17th  (Monday) 
S.A.L.T. 

11:00 am 

 

July 18th  (Tuesday) 
V99 Cheminot / C99 Cheminot 

Dinner at 5:30 pm 

Meetings at 6:30 pm 

Menu: BBQ Chicken dinner 

Cost: $8.00 

  

July 19th  (Wednesday ) 

Korean War Veterans 

9:00 am  

 

July 20th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:00 am to 10:00 am 

 

July 21st  (Friday) 
Members & Guest Breakfast 

Menu: Breakfast off the Grill and eggs to order 

7:30 am to 9:00 am 

Cost: $8.00 

  

July 22nd  (Saturday) 
Chateau Open 

Bar & Grill 

12:00 pm to 7:00 pm  

  

July 27th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:00 am to 10:00 am 

  

July 28th (Friday) 
Members & Guest Breakfast 

Menu: Breakfast off the Grill and eggs to order 

7:30 am to 9:00 am 

Cost: $8.00 

  

July 29th  (Saturday) 
Chateau Open 

Bar & Grill 

12:00 pm to 7:00 pm  

 

 

La Femmes 

 

The La Femmes will hold their annual Rummage 

Sale at 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on July 14 & 15. 

Save all of your used treasures and clothing to 

donate to the sale. We will set up on July 13 in 

the Boxcar Room around 10:00 a.m. Bring your 

donations to the Boxcar Room on Thursday July 

13 so the dames can get everything ready for the 

doors to open on the 14th. Any Dames who can 

help on Thursday, Friday, or Saturday please 

contact Mary Snyder or Judy Bailey. 

 

The La Femmes will provide food for the Labor 

Day Car Show. The planning committee is 

working on the details. Contact Norma Cooley if 

you are able to help with food at the Car Show. 

 

Voiture 99 will hold a Wreck on Saturday June 

24. The La Femmes will gather in the Chateau at 

9:30 a.m. to entertain the wives of the goofs be-

ing wrecked and invite them to join the La 

Femmes. Join us for another fun gathering. 

 

The La Femmes will have a meet and greet on 

July 18, the evening of the Cheminot. We will 

not have a Cheminot, but will have the meet and 

greet, the perfect opportunity to introduce your 

friends and relatives to the La Femmes. We are 

planning to have a few desserts to share. 

 

Remember the V99 Picnic on August 19. See 

more information in this newsletter. All La 

Femmes are welcome to attend. 

 

The La Femmes Thursday Morning Social meets 

in the Chateau. There is always fun and excite-

ment. Join us and bring a friend. The first dames 

usually show up around 7:30 a.m. The conversa-

tion, coffee, and donuts are always good. We 

carry on until around 9:30. Plan to attend. 

 

Remember to attend the Meet and Greet on July 

18. It is instead of the July Cheminot. The next 

Rendezvous will be the Rendezvous-Cheminot 

in September. The date will be announced later. 

We will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the Boxcar Room 

for both. Come for dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

 

If you have questions about La Societe de 

Femme or are interested in joining the Dames of 

Cabane 99 contact La Presidente Judy Bailey at 

360-798-5166 or La Sous Presidente Betsy Ross 

at 360-609-7235.  
 
______________ 
 

Tiffany Plous plans to send care packages to 

Jonathan Edwards throughout his deployment.   

 

Anyone wanting to contribute  

should contact her for a list of items needed.    

 

If you have items to send you can drop them off 

at the Chateau.  

 

______________ 

 

 

Chateau Schedule for July 2017    
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______________ 

Gone but not forgotten  
 

He will be missed by many.  

 

Fred Robertson  
(member since 1991) 

Voiture 99  

Membership Goal 

for 2018 

 
     100 % 
 

         

39 



 

Americanism  
 

Grande du Washington Grande Promenade has 

come and gone.  Grande is looking for a new 

Americanism Directeur.  Let me know if you are 

interested and I will put you in touch with Sara 

Lee, the new Grande Chef du Gare. 

 

If you ever think that Americanism isn't impor-

tant, check this thank you letter sent from White 

Salmon Washington:    Dear Lions and 40 & 8, 

Thank you so much for once again so gener-

ously sending all of our first graders American 

flags and the wonderful booklets. They love 

learning about the history of the flag and its 

forms. They are taught to respect the flag and 

put it in a place of honor in their home We say 

the Pledge of Allegiance every morning. I'm 

sure if you saw how respectful they all are you'd 

be very proud, as I am.     Thanks again, Mrs. 

Beth Sauter 1st grade teacher.   

AND THAT SAYS IT ALL 

July 4th.  Keep the flag flying high.   

Dixie Lee Hotaling 

Director Americanism  

3 

Loci Season is Here! 

The Loci is all fueled  up, ready for a busy summer schedule.  The drivers are all rested and ready.  

As trips come available they’ll be listed in the Boxcar and on the website at http://www.voiture-

99.com/loci-schedule/.   

 

If you see a trip scheduled and are interested in riding along contact the driver listed for that par-

ticular event to make sure there is room for you and any guests you have.  
 

July 4th Vancouver Independence Day Parade  Frank  
 4th Ridgefield Independence Day Parade  Jim 
 8th Aamboy Territorial Days  Marc 
 12th Beaches Car Show  Jim 
 15th Battle Ground Harvest Days  Marc/Jim  
 22nd Camas Fun Days  Frank  
August 1st National Night Out-Tam O'Shanter Park, Kelso  Jim 
 9th Beaches Car Show  Jim 
 18th La Center - 8:00 pm Jim/Marc 

VA Modernization Initiative 
Reduces Processing Time for 
Veterans’ Claims, Saves Fu-
ture Taxpayer Dollars 

 
WASHINGTON — The Department of Veter-

ans Affairs (VA) recently started digitizing 

older, inactive paper records, which will save 

taxpayer dollars through reduced, leased office

-space that currently houses these records. 

“This is just one of the ways in which we are 

modernizing our capabilities, not only to be 

more responsive to Veterans and their families, 

but also to be good stewards of taxpayer dol-

lars,” said VA’s Acting Under Secretary for 

Benefits Thomas Murphy. 

 

This new “paper-extraction” process ensures 

that when a claim is filed, the Veteran’s elec-

tronic record is already available in VA’s com-

puter systems, reducing processing time for 

benefit claims from Veterans and their survi-

vors. In the past, when a Veteran filed a new or 

supplemental claim, if a medical condition had 

worsened, the retired paper files were boxed 

and shipped to a central site to scan into VA’s 

systems before work would begin on the new 

claim. 

 

Nearly 2 million inactive files were housed in 

33 regional offices across the country before 

the  

 

change. As of April 14, more than 500,000 

files have been collected from eight regional 

offices for scanning. Once the records have 

been digitized, VA will archive and store them 

in less expensive long-term storage for safe-

keeping. 

The agency plans to remove and scan paper 

claim records from the remaining regional of-

fices by the end of 2018. 

“This modernization initiative seeks to elimi-

nate delays caused by shipping and digital con-

version,” said Bradley Houston, director of 

VA’s Office of Business Process Integration, 

which oversees the initiative. “It will give 

claims processors nationwide the ability to 

instantly access millions of inactive claim re-

cords when needed.” 

 

Over the past five years, VA has made con-

certed efforts to modernize the way it proc-

esses compensation and pension claims. Since 

2012, 397 million records — consisting of 2.6 

billion images — have been scanned, indexed 

and uploaded into the agency’s electronic-

claims processing system, Veterans Benefits 

Management System. In fiscal 2016, VA pro-

vided compensation and pension benefits to 

more than 5.1 million Veterans and family 

members, totaling over $80 billion. 

 

For more information about VA’s benefits, go 

to http://benefits.va.gov/benefits/ or call 800-

827-1000 

 

VA Announces Plan to Dispose Of 

Or Reuse All Its Vacant Buildings 

in 24 Months: Move Projected to 

Save Taxpayers Millions Annually 

06/20/2017 02:30 PM EDT 

  

WASHINGTON - Following through on a key 

promise from less than a month ago, Department 

of Veterans Affairs Secretary Dr. David J. 

Shulkin today announced a plan to dispose of all 

vacant VA buildings in 24 months (either by 

demolishing or setting for reuse). 

 

See more on this topic: 

 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/

pressrelease.cfm?id=2919 

http://www.voiture-99.com/loci-schedule/
http://www.voiture-99.com/loci-schedule/
http://feedproxy.google.com/%7Er/veteransresources/%7E3/MFd3GsSSdTg/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
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http://feedproxy.google.com/%7Er/veteransresources/%7E3/MFd3GsSSdTg/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://benefits.va.gov/benefits/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=2919
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=2919
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