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www.voiture-99.com 

 

“The Honor Society of American Veterans”  

Chef de Gare’s Notes 
 

No news from our Chef de Gare.  He’s in the 

recovery stage of a double knee surgery.  Hope-

fully he’s doing well and will be back soon.  
 

 

========================= 
 

 

From the Correspondant  
 

The Cheminot voted in a new proposal that will 

make some Voyageur a very happy person. 

Starting with the receipt of the 2017 member-

ship cards, all members who renew their 2017 

dues on or before Veterans Day, November 

11th, 2016 will have their name entered into a 

drawing. The lucky name drawn will be hon-

ored with a Paid-up-for Life (PUFL) member-

ship. The next years membership cards gener-

ally arrive about the middle of July while the 

2016 cards are still good until December 31st, 

2016, the 2017 membership cards are available 

until December 31st. Not renewing by that date 

puts you into a situation where you are not al-

lowed to attend any meetings. The Nationale 

constitution of 2014 changed the dates for the 

membership year. Please note that the Voiture 

does not send out renewal notices. The informa-

tion is printed in the boxcar and sent via email. 

When you get a notice from the Voiture, you 

know you dropped the ball. 
 

Nominations for the 2016-2017 membership 

year are still being accepted. See Jerry Keen to 

get on the list. Some of the positions require 

very little effort on the nominee’s part. We also 

have nine Nationale programs that we are re-

quired to maintain committees for. Starting out 

as Sous (Second or vice chairman) is a good 

way to become familiar with the various pro-

grams. When the new Chef takes over the day 

after Labor Day,(September 6), he will an-

nounce his selections for Committee Directors. 

Listen for the program you want to get involved 

with and make your wishes known to that direc-

tor. 
 

Something to keep in mind: there are no Prome-

nades in July and August. Only the Cheminots 

(Business meetings) are held on the 3rd Tuesday 

in July and August. Also keep in mind that on 

September 6th we have the Prom and Cheminot 

on the same day because the Cheminot would 

normally be held during the Nationale Prom and 

many of our members will be attending the Na-

tionale Prom in Perryville, Ohio. 
 

There is still time to register for the Grande du 

Washington Grande Prom being held in Shelton 

on June 10th and 11th. The chef has already 

selected the 15 delegates but we have alternate 

delegate slots vacant. Normally, only the dele-

gates receive some compensation.  
 

Phil Yasson  

Correspondant  
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Americanism  
 

 

May 2016 
 

From the desk of Dixie Lee Hotaling – National 

Americanism Sous Directeur Area – A 
 

Life is a play. It is not its length, but it’s per-

formance that counts. Seneca 
 

Spring has finally sprung herein the Northwest. 

Weed and Feed covers the lawns. A variety of 

flower bulbs have buds. The sun reminds us of 

the seasonal change. Americanism projects fall 

into place. 
 

The school year is winding down. Spring lends 

an opportunity to share flags, coloring books 

and stories with the younger generation. What-

ever your branch of service – everyone has a 

story to share. We veterans are the historians of 

the past. We offer first-hand experiences to pro-

mote a better understanding of American’s mili-

tary history. Our Korean War and Vietnam Vet-

erans speak at the middle schools and high 

schools. Students are eager to learn. Some will 

share family life from their perspective. They 

have had to live and support combat veterans 

returning home. We are the mentors and support 

system for them. What schools? What groups? 
 

 Who will you speak to? Young combat veter-

ans are seeking help as they try to fit back into 

the family and communities. Will you be that 

listening ear, the person, who offers safety and 

encouragement to them? 

 

 

On a personal note: May 7th will find me at-

tending the wedding of one of my daughter’s. 

This is the first time most of my girls and I will 

be together. It is generational. Daughter, grand 

daughter and great grand- daughters will be 

together. Needless to say – my mind and atten-

tion will be on family, however, each child will 

leave with a flag and Pledge of Allegiance col-

oring book. 
 

Community Hours – The time crunch is com-

ing. Remind voyageurs of the importance of 

turning in the community hours. You have 

worked hard. Share you numbers. 
 

Americanism Awards – Have you identified 

the persons you want to honor? Time is running 

out. Remember, first the locale voyageurs select 

and vote, then your Grande votes. The final step 

is to submit them to National. These are the 

highest honors the 40 & 8 offers. Let’s honor 

our unsung heroes. 
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the new Bingo Parlor Website at: 
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Americanism (Continued) 

 

Membership – Now is a good time to invite 

new people in. As our Women Veterans Connect 

Organization grows, so does the 40 & 8. Every 

woman is introduced to our Voiture. We share 

common values and service. Again, how many 

‘caps’ pass you by – sporting veteran colors, 

who know nothing about the 40 & 8? Encourage 

the voyageurs to educate these people. 

 

Remember: One child, one Family, one Com-

munity, one State = ONE NATION UNDER 

GOD. 

 

Have a great May.  

 

Dixie Hotaling 

Sous Americanism Directeur - Area A  
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VAVS  

 (Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service) 

For Bingo on March  24th, at the VA Hospital, 

we had 19 patients come play and 8 volunteers 

from Voiture 99 on hand to help out.  We gave 

out $265.00 in prizes to the game winners.  If 

you would like to join the group contact John 

Landahl for more information like date, time and 

location. 

========================= 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                     
Chateau Schedule for May 2016 

Members and guests allowed on Friday for breakfast.  Saturday the  Chateau is open to  

voyageurs and guests.  Thursday morning coffee & doughnuts at the Chateau at 8:00 am.                                                                                                                        

Chateau Manager - John Clapp  (360)574-3872 

 

 

On Saturday April 23rd we Wrecked in 4 

new members.  Please welcome in Pam-

ela Libby, Dan Matthews, Bill Cason, 

and Yvette Brown-Wahler and her ser-

vice dog Eve.    

May Trivia: 
 

 

How is the 3rd U.S. Infantry associated 

with Memorial dDy?  
 
  

Answer on page 3 
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May 2nd  (Monday) 
V99 Prom /C99 Rendezvous 

Dinner At 5:30 Pm Cost $8.00 

Fried/Baked Chicken With Potato Salad 

 

May 5th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:30 am To 10:00 am 

 

May 6th  (Friday) 

Members & Guest Breakfast 

Breakfast Off The Grill And Eggs To Order  

7:30 am To 9:00 am 

 

May 7th (Saturday) 
Chateau Opens 2:00 pm 

Dinner: 5:00 pm To 6:30 pm 

Steak Night  

Menu: (New York Strip)  

Cosr: $16.00 

May 11th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:30 am To 10:00 am 

 

May 12th (Friday)  
Members & Guest Breakfast 

Breakfast Off The Grill And Eggs To Order  

7:30 am To 9:00 am 

 

May 14th  (Saturday) 
Chateau Hours: 1:00 pm To 7:00 pm 

Grill Open All Day 

 

May 16th  (Monday) 
S.A.L.T.  

In Box Car Room 

11:00 am 

 

May 17th  (Tuesday) 
V99 Cheminot / C99 Cheminot 

Dinner At 5:30 pm 

Meetings At 6:30 pm 

Cost: $8.00 

 

May 20th  (Wednesday) 
Korean War Veterans Association 

In Box Car Room 

10:00 am  

 

May 19th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:30 am To 10:00 am 

May 20th  (Friday)  

Members & Guest Breakfast 

Breakfast Off The Grill And Eggs To Order  

7:30 am To 9:00 am 

Cost: $8.00 

 

May 23rd  (Saturday) 
Chateau Hours: 1:00 pm To 7:00 pm 

Grill Open All Day 

 

May 26th  (Thursday) 
Members & Guest Coffee 

8:30 am To 10:00 am 

 

May 27th  (Friday)  

Members & Guest Breakfast 

Breakfast Off The Grill And Eggs To Order  

7:30 am To 9:00 am 

 

May 29th  (Saturday) 
CLOSED, CLOSED, CLOSED 

 

May 30th  (Monday) 
MEMORIAL DAY 

 

Note From Manager: 
 

We Will Be Serving Food 

From The Grill 

All Day Saturdays. 

  

Dinner Will Be Steak Night On The First  

Saturday Of Each Month 

 

LA FEMMES 

USED BOOK SALE 

 
Thousands of Books 

VCR's, DVD's & CD's 

Nothing over $1.00 

 

May 20th 9am to 4pm 

May 21st 9am to 3pm 
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Loci News 
 
Proposed Loci Schedule for 2016 

 

May  
1st  Long Beach Loyalty Days            

(Jim/Marc) 

14th   St. John's Parade         

(George-    )         

15th    Birthday              

(Jim-    ) 

21st    Hazel Dell Parade           

(Marc-    ) 

28th  Hockinson Fun Days    

(Marc-    ) 

30th  Memorial Day            

(George-    ) 

June  

15th  Beaches Cruise-in                

(George-    )          

18th  Winlock Egg Festival      

(Jim-    ) 

 

========================= 

 

 

 

La Femmes  

 

The Nominating Committee has announced can-

didates for the May election. All positions have 

been filled for the election of officers. The 

nominees are: La Presidente – Barbara Yasson, 

La Sous Presidente – Patricia Running, La Com-

missaire Intendante – Roberta Giesler, La Corre-

spondante – Elaine Meis, La Avocat – Sharon 

Shattuck, La Conducteur – Caroline Ruhmshot-

tel, La Aumonier – Judy Williams, La Historien 

– Linda Tarbell, La Drapeau – Ann Stillman, La 

Garde de la Porte – Gail Hankel, Cheminot – 

Judy Bailey, Cheminot – Jo Ann Strickland – 

Cheminot – Loydene Beer. The newly-elected 

officers will be installed at the June Rendez-

vous, and will take office after Rendezvous Na-

tionale in September. Between June and Sep-

tember La Presidente Barbara and the newly 

elected officers will be working to fill the com-

mittee openings. They want as many of the 

Dames of Cabane 99 as possible to become in-

volved with the committee of their choice. Let’s 

all make our 5th year the best yet. 

 

Roberta Giesler is collecting books for the La 

Femmes’ Book sale. Leave your book donations 

in the Chateau entry or contact Roberta to ar-

range the book drop. 

 

The Thursday morning Social meets in the Cha-

teau at 9:00 a.m. It is a fun way to start the day, 

particularly in the good company of the dames 

of Cabane 99. Coffee and donuts are also pre-

sent. The Social now includes the Early Birds 

who have started meeting at 7:30 a.m. and al-

ways stay to meet the 9:00 a.m. regulars. When 

your spouse comes early to coffee, then you can 

carpool and help start our Social at 7:30 a.m. 

 

Remember to attend the next Rendezvous on 

May 2. The next Cheminot will meet on May 

17. We will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the Boxcar 

Room for both. Come for dinner at 5:30 p.m. 

 

If you have questions about La Societe de 

Femme or are interested in joining the Dames of 

Cabane 99 contact La Presidente Marsha Keen 

at 907-0424 or La Sous Presidente Barbara Yas-

son at 574-1152. 

 

========================= 

 
 

NOW SHE IS A TEACHER!!! 
 

In September of 2005, on the first 

day of school, Martha Cothren, a 

History teacher at Robinson High 

School in Little Rock, did some-

thing not to be forgotten. On the 

first day of school, with the permission of the 

school superintendent, the principal and the 

building supervisor, she removed all of the 

desks in her classroom. When the first period 

kids entered the room they discovered that there 

were no desks. 'Ms. Cothren, where are our 

desks?' 
 

She replied, 'You can't have a desk until you tell 

me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.' They 

thought, 'Well, maybe it's our grades.' 'No,' she 

said. 'Maybe it's our behavior.' She told them, 

'No, it's not even your behavior.' 
 

And so, they came and went, the first period, 

second period, third period. Still, no desks were 

in the classroom. Kids called their parents to tell 

them what was happening and by early after-

noon television news crews had started gather-

ing at the school to report about this crazy 

teacher who had taken all the desks out of her 

classroom. 
 

The final period of the day came and as the puz-

zled students found seats on the floor of the 

deskless classroom. Martha Cothren said, 

'Throughout the day no one has been able to tell 

me just what he or she has done to earn the right 

to sit at the desks that are ordinarily found in 

this classroom. Now I am going to tell you.' 
 

At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the 

door of her classroom and opened it. Twenty-

seven (27) U.S. Armed Services Veterans, all in 

uniform, walked into that classroom, each one 

carrying a school desk. The Vets began placing 

the school desks in rows, and then they would 

walk over and stand alongside the wall. By the 

time the last soldier had set the final desk in 

place those kids started to understand, perhaps 

for the first time in their lives, just how the right 

to sit at those desks had been earned. 
 

Martha said, 'You didn't earn the right to sit at 

these desks. These heroes did it for you. They 

placed the desks here for you. They went half-

way around the world, giving up their education 

and interrupting their careers and families so 

you could have the freedoms you have. Now, it's 

up to you to sit in them. It is your responsibility 

to learn, to be good students, and to be good 

citizens. They paid the price so that you could 

have the freedom to get an education. Don't ever 

forget it.' 
 

By the way, this is a true story (http://

www.snopes.com/glurge/nodesks.asp).  
 

And this teacher was awarded the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Teacher of the Year for the State 

of Arkansas in 2006. She is the daughter of a 

WWII POW. 

 

Gone but not forgotten  
 
Everett Johnson 

You will be missed 
 

 

 

May Trivia: 

 
Answer: Since the late 1950’s on the 

Thursday just before the Memorial day, 

around 1200 soldiers of the 3d U.S. 

Infantry place small American flags at 

each of the more than 260,000 grave-

stones at Arlington National Cemetery. 

They then patrol 24 hours a day during 

the weekend to ensure that each flag 

remains standing. In 1951, the Boy 

Scouts and Cub Scouts of St. Louis 

began placing flags on the 150,000 

graves at Jefferson Barracks National 

Cemetery as an annual Good Turn, a 

practice that continues to this day. 

More recently, beginning in 1998, on 

the Saturday before the observed day 

for Memorial Day, the Boys Scouts and 

Girl Scouts place a candle at each of 

approximately 15,300 grave sites of 

soldiers buried at Fredericksburg and 

Spotsylvania National Military Park on 

Marye’s Heights (the Luminaria Pro-

gram). 
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May Military History Talk  

May 19th 
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Memorial Day Observance 2016 
Vancouver Barracks Bandstand (Gazebo)  
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Registration for the Grande Promenade  

June 10/11/12, 2016 
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Flag Day Celebration sponsored by the Vancouver Elks Lodge #823. 

June 11th 
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